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HER: If, as some believe, Centrzl America is z tinder
then the newest flash point could be Costz Ricz.
country today sent & 100-man security force with

y ertillery to its northeastern border with Nicaragues

e there have been three cross-border fir efights in the

past six days. .The force was ordered to retzliate if

Nica aguan troops opened fire zgzin, and Costa Ricz warned

it might break diplometic relaticns with the Sandinistas.

Tne Ln;t c States is zlso taking new zction in Costz Rica.

Devic Martin hes learned the detzils.

MRRTIN: The U.S. anc Coste Rice azre planning for the
first time ever a joint military exercise toc be held in
Coste Rice this summer es part of the Reagan
administration's continuing effort to contzin the
Sandinistez regime in Nicaraguz. The exercise would
resemble in part the Big Pine meneuvers conducted in
Fondures in which . U.S. Army engineers constructed
facilities toc be used in the event of an zttack by
Nicerague. This summer's exercise will be réstricted to
ebout 600 Netionzl Guerdsmen, such as these units which
just completed 2 similar roacd-buvilcding assignment in
Pename. Costz Rice does not have an army, but its smzl)
security force will teke part in the exercise by serving
es ermed guerds for the U.S. soldiers. News of the
exercise began to leak out yesterday by accident from two
very pigh-level, if somewhzt confused, sources. GBN. JOHN
VESSEY (Chairmen, Joirts Chiefs of Stzff): The government

Costz Rica has been in, in touch with the southern
command with the idez of perhaps having an exercise in
Costa Rica, and that's sort of been on agzin, off agein.
CASPAR WEZINBERGER (Secretary of Defense): We don't
obviously do... VESSEY: I can't tell you exactly what it
is; it's sort of &... WEINBERGER: We con't go anvwhere
where there isn't an invitetion. I was mistazken. I hag
thought that the negotiztions hac¢ been completed, buvt in
any event, we don't go anywhere where we're obviously not
invited. :

MARTIN: U.S. officizls are concerned by recent N1C¢raguan
ettacks which Nicaregue says are in retalistion for Costa
Rica's support of the CIk-backed rebel army of Eden
Pastora, who is trying to overthrow the Szndinista regime.
This CIA plane recently crashed in Costz Rica while
ferrying arms and equipment to Pastora's men. Because of
the border attacks. the U.S. is zbout to zccelerzte the
shipment of military equipment tc Costa Ricz and has asked
Congress for a five-fold increase in military aid. U.S.
officials say Costa Ricz is extremely reluctant to allow
kmerican soldiers, even engineers, on its soil and might
still pull ouvt of the exercise, but the fact that Costa
Rice hes gone even this far is one more sign of z widening
war in Central America. David Martin, CBS News, the
Pentagon.
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